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SUBJECT: ASAHI EVENING NEWS EDITORIAL ON INFCE 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF SIGNED EDITORIAL APPEARING IN 
JANUARY 20 EDITION OF ASAHI EVENING NEWS. TITLE OF EDITORIAL 

IS QTE THE INFCE PROGRAM AND JAPAN UNQTE. AUTHOR IS JUNNOSUKE 
KISHIDA, CHIEF EDITORIAL WRITER OF ASAHI SHIMBUN. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. WORK HAS BEGUN IN EARNEST ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE EVALUATION (INFCE) PROGRAM WHICH WAS 
LAUNCHED LAST OCTOBER AT AN INAUGURAL MEETING IN WASHINGTON. 

THE DECISION TO PUSH THE INFCE PROGRAM WAS REACHED 
WHEN THE LONDON ECONOMIC SUMMIT CONFERENCE IN MAY OF THE 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL POWERS AT THE BEHEST OF PRESIDENT JIMMY 
CARTER CALLED FOR MEASURES TO CHECK THE INTERNATIONAL 
PROLIFERATION OF PLUTONIUM. IN THE PREVIOUS MONTH, IN 
APRIL, CARTER HAD ANNOUNCED NEW U.S. NUCLEAR ENERGY POLICIES, 
INCLUDING THE INDEFINITE SUSPENSION OF COMMERCIAL 
REPROCESSING OF NUCLEAR FUEL, AND THE PURPOSE OF THE 
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INFCE PROGRAM IS TO STUDY THE TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF THE 
QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THESE POLICIES CAN AND SHOULD BE 
APPLIED MORE BROADLY ON AN INTERNATIONAL SCALE. 

FOLLOWING THE INAUGURAL MEETING, EIGHT WORKING 
PARTIES BEGAN THE TASK OF STUDY. THE TECHNICAL 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE, WHICH WILL CORRELATE THE STUDIES 
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OF THE EIGHT WORKING PARTIES, HELD ITS FIRST MEETING IN 
DECEMBER. THE FOURTH WORKING PARTY (REPROCESSING, 
PLUTONIUM, RECYCLING), OF WHICH IAPAN IS COCHAIRMAN 
WITH BRITAIN, IS HOLDING ITS SECOND MEETING IN THE 
LATTER PART OF IANUARY. 

THE WORK OF THE INFCE PROGRAM WILL TAKE TWO 
YEARS AND THE FINDINGS WILL BE PRESENTED AT THE CONCLUDING 
GENERAL MEETING. PLEDGES HAVE BEEN MADE THAT THE 
INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATING NATIONS IN THE PROGRAM ARE UNDER 
NO OBLIGATION TO ACCEPT AND OBSERVE THE FINDINGS. HOWEVER, 
JAPAN, BECAUSE OF ITS CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE U.S., WHICH 
ORIGINALLY PROPOSED THE INFCE PROGRAM, IS IN A POSITION 
IN WHICH IT WILL HAVE TO EXPECT THAT THE FINDINGS WILL 
HAVE CONSIDERABLE BINDING POWER ON ITS NUCLEAR ENERGY 
PROGRAM. IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE TECHNICAL STUDIES UNDER 
THE INFCE PROGRAM OF THE DUAL PROBLEMS OF CHECKING THE 
PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY AND THE PEACEFUL USE 
OF ATOMIC ENERGY WILL HAVE A PROFOUND EFFECT ON JAPAN S 
NUCLEAR ENERGY PROGRAM. 

THERE ARE AT LEAST THREE IMPORTANT PROBLEMS FOR JAPAN. 

FIRSTLY, FUTURE PLANS FOR OPERATING THE REPROCESSING 
FACILITY AT TOKAI MURA WILL BE AFFECTED BY THE INFCE 
FINDINGS. UNDER THE JOINT DECISION REACHED BY JAPAN AND 
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THE U.S. LAST SEPTEMBER, THE TOKAI MURA FACILITY WILL 
OPERATE PROVISIONALLY FOR TWO YEARS ALONG THE LINES OF 
THE JAPANESE PLANS. AS TO WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THAT, JAPAN 
AND THE U.S., WHILE WAITING FOR THE INFCE FINDINGS, ARE 
TO RECONFER ON THE MATTER. FUTURE OPERATIONS OF THE 
FACILITY MAY VERY WELL BE RESTRICTED BY THE INFCE FINDINGS. 
THE FACT IS THAT IN THE INFCE PROGRAM, JAPAN, SEEING THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THIS PROBLEM.MOVED TO ACCEPT THE POST OF 
COCHAIRMAN OF THE FOURTH WORKING PARTY. 

SECONDLY, THE STUDY FINDINGS OF THE SECOND WORKING 
PARTY (ENRICHMENT CAPACITY) WILL AFFECT THE QUESTION OF 
WHETHER OR NOT JAPAN CAN BUILD A URANIUM ENRICHMENT PLANT. 
JAPAN IS NOW BUILDING AT NINGYO PASS A URANIUM ENRICHMENT 
PILOT PLANT. THE EXPECTATION AT THE PRESENT JUNCTURE IS 
THAT IT WILL BE COMPLETED IN 1981. THE INFCE FINDINGS 
SHOULD BE OUT BY THEN, AND THE QUESTION HERE IS WHETHER 
JAPAN WILL BE TREATED AS A NATIONAL ALREADY HAVING AN 
ENRICHMENT PLANT. IF THE FINDINGS ARE THAT ONLY NATIONS 
WHICH ARE ALREADY OPERATING ENRICHMENT PLANTS SHOULD BE 
PERMITTED TO CONTINUE IN THIS FIELD, JAPAN WILL BE 
PLACED IN A DIFFICULT POSITION. IT MIGHT BE WISE TO 
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STEP UP THE PACE OF CONSTRUCTION ON THE NINGYO PASS 
PLANT. 

THIRDLY, SUCH URANIUM PRODUCING COUNTRIES AS 
CANADA AND AUSTRALIA MAY, WHILE WAITING FOR THE INFCE 
FINDINGS, IMPOSE STIFFER RESTRICTIONS ON THE SUPPLY OF 
URANIUM REACTOR FUEL. CANADA HAS JUST REACHED A COMPRO- 
MISE AGREEMENT WITH JAPAN ON THE SUPPLY OF URANIUM BUT WHAT 
CANADA DOES LATER WILL LIKELY BE IN LINE WITH THE INFCE 
FINDINGS. AUSTRALIA IS THINKING ALONG THE SAME LINES. 

SINCE A STEADY, ASSURED SUPPLY OF URANIUM IS INDISPENS- 
ABLE FOR JAPAN, IT MUST FOLLOW WITH THE GREATEST 
INTEREST THE COURSE OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THE INFCE STUDIES. 
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IN VIEW OF THESE MATTERS, IT IS CLEAR THAT 
JAPAN WILL HAVE TO SHOW AN EVEN MORE ACTIVE CONCERN IN 
THE WORK OF THE INFCE PROGRAM AND AT THE SAME TIME ADOPT 
A POSITION OF GREAT CAUTION. END TEXT. 

3. ESSENTIALLY SAME EDITORIAL APPEARED TWO DAYS 
EARLIER IN VERNACULAR ASAHI SHIMBUN, LARGEST NEWSPAPER 
IN WORLD. KISHIDA IS ALSO ONE OF JAPAN'S MOST PROMINENT 
SCIENCE WRITERS. DR. NYE WILL HAVE OPPORTUNITY OF 
MEETING HIM HERE. 

MANSFIELD 
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